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TEXT:  John 11:17-27, 38-45 
THEME:  JESUS ANSWERS DEATH WITH LIFE 
 
Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said 
to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  Therefore many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
Dear Forgiven Children of God: 
 
“Michael.  (pause)  Michael, come here!  (pause)  Michael John Starr!”  “Coming, Dad.”  
You know you are in trouble when an authority figure yells at you.  The Bible records three 
times when Jesus cried out:  twice as he hung on the cross and here at Lazarus’ tomb.  In 
those situations, he was raising his voice against death.  Death was in big trouble.  Jesus’ 
cry was a cry of victory.  Death was defeated. 
 

History and literature reflect the manic desire to cheat death or manipulate it.  
In Shelly’s fictional Frankenstein, the doctor used electricity to bring to life a 
creature he had assembled from dead body parts.  The church of the dark 
ages used prayers and masses and made offerings for the dead, hoping to 
satisfy in some way the guilt of their sin.  And today people use cryonics and 
advanced medical research to prolong the hope that death can be conquered.   
 
CUE 18.5—God, though, has a better way of dealing with this great, dark 
enemy.  Jesus looks death in the face and commands it to fulfill his bidding.  
Jesus tells Lazarus, dead in the tomb for four days, to come out.  And Lazarus 
does!  Contrary to all past experiences, people see Lazarus walk into the light 
of day.  The natural processes of decay and physical corruption have been 
reversed.  Jesus’ command has conquered the effects of sin that have been 
turning people back into dust since the Garden of Eden. 
 
This miracle was a loud statement of Jesus’ power.  In the next chapter of 
John’s gospel, we are told that all Judea heard about it.  The people on Palm 
Sunday who were waving palm branches were honoring Jesus largely 
because of this miracle.  The crowd plotting Jesus’ death also heard about it 
and put their plans into high gear as a result.  As an even greater evidence of 
his power, however, Jesus used their plan and goal to accomplish his own:  
the defeat of death and the cry of final and ultimate victory from the cross.  
The wages of sin are paid.  Death has been defeated.  As Jesus declared, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies” (John 11:25). 
 



Lent 5-A, April 6 & 7 2014 

 

 

2 

The poet John Donne could loudly challenge death because he also knew the 
power of Christ’s resurrection:  “One short sleep past, we wake eternally, and 
death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die” (Divine Sonnet X).   
 
Lazarus believed in Jesus and so from the darkness of his tomb, Lazarus 
stepped blinking into the light.  This only happened because his friend and 
Savior called him out. 
 
Lazarus could have started a Death Survivors Group, along with the young 
man in the town of Nain and the daughter of Jairus.  They could have used a 
white linen loop of cloth as a lapel pin to represent the grave clothes they had 
taken off.  If anyone wanted a good perspective on life, they could have 
consulted these three.  These three truly understood death and knew well 
God’s answer to death—life in Jesus. 
 
For a death survivor, every day must seem a gift.  Spending time in a grave, I 
expect, would sober up many naïve and foolish notions about life.  Each day is 
to be spent wisely.  Pleasure and entertainment are not the highest priority.  
Things and opportunities don’t last long. 
 
A believer who survives death knows that there are things that will last and 
treasures that are eternal.  The treasure of eternal life with God awaits those 
who believe in their Savior.  This treasure, the treasure that these three 
people understood by experience, would from that point on shape all their 
decisions in life and influence all their priorities. 
 
But what these people knew by sight, we know by faith, and our attitude 
toward life should be no different.  Because of what Jesus did on Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday, Lazarus could sing every day, “Where, O death, is your 
victory?  Where, O death, is your sting? …Thanks be to God!  He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55,57).  
And so can we. 
 
We too can share this new perspective on life with godly priorities.  After all, 
we too have been raised from death to life.  The apostle Paul tells us all:  
“You were dead in your transgressions and sins. …But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ” 
(Ephesians 2:1,4,5).  God grant us the wisdom to live each day with grace 
and gratitude as the members of our biblical Death Survivors Group would 
have lived it.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 
Dear Jesus, we have so many questions about death.  Teach us to hold on to 
the answers you have already given us.  Thank you for winning paradise for 
us through your death and resurrection.  Your tears at the tomb of Lazarus 
show us your love for us.  Recharge us with your love and tears so that we 
may deeply love those around us who suffer. 
 
O Holy Spirit, feed our faith with the Gospel in the Word and Sacrament so 
that we hold tightly to your promise of heaven.  Help us to celebrate our 
Savior’s victory over sin and death by living each day in your grace.  Bless our 
Easter for Kids event with good participation and let your Word touch the 
hearts of many. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, you have opened your hand and satisfied the desires 
of every living thing.  We thank you for all the blessings you have showered on 
us in such great abundance here at Trinity Lutheran Church and School.  We 
have your Word in its truth and purity to use ourselves and to share with 
others in wonderful facilities through a multitude of different ministers and 
ministries.  We humbly ask for your continued blessings so that we can once 
again balance our financial budget and carry on your work without drastic 
staffing or ministry program reductions.  Cause us to grow in the grace of 
giving. 
 
We ask these things in the name and for the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


